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How many times have we been asked to evaluate a client's Web site or software application 
for usability? All the design guidelines and standards we have at hand, all the usability tests 
we conduct, do not ensure that the client will accept our verdict or our recommendations. 
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In most business software systems the time dimension of business objects plays a 
significant role. Time is a crosscutting concern that is hard to separate from other business 
logic. We have developed a toolkit that allows existing business application systems to be 
extended with "time-conscious" behavior in a non-intrusive way by factoring out all aspects 
of time-related behavior into a framework and a set of classes that is distinct from the 
existing code base. The Time Conscious ObjectsTM (TCO ... 
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